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Chilean, the ship being the Chilean corvette Maipo. Mutual ex-
planations revealed the fact that the Chilean supposed the
Wateree to be a vessel from Spain, with whom the country was
then at war. The Wateree9s black hull and straw-colored top-
sides favored that impression. A single gun fired by mistake
at this moment would have resulted in a dreadful catastrophe.

During the night of January 25, 1866, a Peruvian officer
came on board to report a formidable insurrection among the
Chinese laborers, who had risen and killed the guards on the
middle island of the group. The writer was ordered to take a
force of seamen and marines to the point of disturbance and to
establish order until the Peruvian forces from Pisco could ar-
rive. A landing was effected near midnight on the quay at the
north side of the island. Ascent to the top of the cliffs had to
be made by a narrow stairway, leading straight up from the
quay about one hundred feet to the top of the cliffs, which the
Chinese held in force. Stones and other missiles were hurled
upon the advancing column as it moved up this narrow stair-
way, but did not check its progress. Reaching the cliffs above,
the American forces were deployed and opened fire upon the
rioters, driving them back into a large gowdown, which they
surrounded and commanded with their guns. The Chinese
leader asked for a parley, which was granted, and resulted in
the ultimatum that if any further attempt was made to disturb
the peace, fire would be opened upon them. This determination
they were obliged to accept, as the menacing attitude of the
American forces around them indicated their readiness to carry
out their plans.

On the following day a force of Peruvian infantry arrived.
The situation was explained to the commander, and the Amer-
ican forces withdrew to their ship. After they had got aboard
the ominous crack of musketry from the middle island suggested
that summary vengeance was being dispensed to the ringleaders.

The Wateree returned to Panama, when the writer was de-
tached and ordered home, where he arrived in the latter part
of April, 1866.very gun of the Wateree's heavy battery bearing upon her, Mur-
